
Local Coordinating Agencies Selected for Phase Three 

     DHHR recently announced the selection of local coordinating agencies for the Bureau for Children 

and Families’ third and final rollout phase of Safe at Home West Virginia. The grants will provide 

funds to support the initial development of wraparound programs and were awarded to Braley and 

Thompson; Burlington United Methodist Family Services; Children’s Home Society of West 

Virginia; Genesis Youth Crisis Center; KVC West Virginia; National Youth Advocate Program; and 

Pressley Ridge.  

     These licensed behavioral health providers will be responsible for the delivery of a high fidelity 

wraparound model with supporting services, and will hire wraparound facilitators to coordinate the 

individualized services for the youth and their families in their homes. Local coordinating agencies 

are also tasked with providing those services or securing them from other sources.  

     Phase three of Safe at Home West Virginia 

encompasses Braxton, Calhoun, Clay, 

Doddridge, Fayette, Gilmer, Jackson, 

Marshall, McDowell, Mingo, Pleasants, 

Raleigh, Ritchie, Roane, Tyler, Webster, 

Wetzel, Wirt, Wood and Wyoming counties. 

In the first two phases, more than 550 youth 

were referred for wraparound services, and 

more than 100 returned to their home 

communities from in-state and out-of-state 

residential placements. As the program 

expands statewide, the goal is to continue 

supporting 12-17 year olds and their families, 

caregivers and foster parents as they strive to 

develop and maintain stable and loving 

environments. 
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Young Girl Finds Encouragement and Stability with Safe at Home 
By Pressley Ridge, Local Coordinating Agency 

continues 

     For four years, a Harrison County girl moved in and out of foster homes and residential treatment 

facilities. The youth was in need of a stable environment and wraparound support, which she found 

with Safe at Home West Virginia.  

     Although the 12 year old is only a few months into the program, her wraparound facilitator with  
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From a Children’s Shelter to a Foster Family: The Importance of Safe 

at Home  
By Prestera Center, Local Coordinating Agency 

     Life has not always been easy for one 14 year old youth who had been abused and neglected. While 

in a children’s shelter, the young man was referred to Safe at Home West Virginia. As staff diligently 

searched for a foster home during his shelter stay, his Safe at Home wraparound team helped him find 

ways to overcome obstacles. 

     The first step was to connect him with a mentor to improve his behavior. To assist with his 

educational needs, his Wraparound Facilitator advocated that he have a Student Assistant Team 

meeting, which resulted in tutoring at school and in the evenings. This helped motivate him, as did his 

participation in the band, and allowed him to achieve behavior rewards including a basketball and 

basketball shoes.   

     After three months of receiving Safe at Home services at the shelter, a friend of the youth’s family 

contacted DHHR and the young man began visits with the potential foster family. The Safe at Home 

team worked to assist the family with needed repairs for the home study, and the young man was able 

to spend Thanksgiving in a home setting.  

     “When he returned to the shelter, he talked about how great it was to have a real Thanksgiving,” 

said a member of his wraparound team. “It became the Safe at Home team’s mission to ensure that he 

was able to spend Christmas in his new foster home.” 

     With the judge’s permission, the teen was placed with his foster family on December 22, 2016. 

With an unexpected addition to their family, the family was not prepared for Christmas.  His Safe at 

Home team ensured that the foster family was able to have gifts for the youth under the tree on 

Christmas morning, just like the other children in the home.   

     Safe at Home has made a significant impact in this young man’s life. The foster family reports 

today that he is doing well at his new home and school.  He “feels like a normal kid again” and enjoys 

his tutoring sessions and school band activities.  

Pressley Ridge has already noticed a difference: “While she may have felt unimportant before, she 

now realizes that there are people who care about her. She enjoys our weekly visits and her monthly 

wraparound team meetings.”  

    While receiving Safe at Home services at a children’s shelter, the young lady’s team was able to 

connect her with a foster-adopt family. Because of her involvement with Safe at Home, she is more 

likely to lead a safe, healthy and successful life in her home community. 

     “This program is changing everything for this extraordinary youth,” remarked her wraparound 

facilitator. “I am confident that the consistency, stability and support provided by her wraparound 

team will enable her to achieve great things.” 
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